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Dear Parents and Carers, 
  
An important advance notice of communications from Testwood 
I am writing to inform you that on Tuesday 1st September, a number of communications will be sent out to 
you on Parent Pay and will be posted on the website. We are finalising our plans for Risk Assessment Version 4 
which follows the latest government guidance to keep staff and students safe when they return in September. 
However, I don't want to send out messages which we then have to change almost immediately. We have 
received the Government guidance updated on 28th August and are updating our plans regarding face 
coverings amongst other things. 
  
We look forward to welcoming all of the children back to school on their designated day from 7th September 
onwards. We look forward to seeing them smartly dressed in their uniform. 
We expect them to bring their own equipment which they can bring in a bag or rucksack clearly labelled with 
their name. More information including a reminder about who comes back when and how this will be 
organised will be sent out shortly. 
  
We have spent significant time planning and reorganising the school so that it is ready and as safe as possible 
for September. You can help us by reading and following the guidance we send out on Tuesday and by 
encouraging your sons and daughters to follow the amended Testwood rules. I anticipate that some of the 
children may be a little anxious after such a long period away from the classroom however be reassured that 
we have plans to make the return as stress free as possible. If you require further explanation, your first ‘port 
of call’ will be the progress leaders who will be available from Thursday 3rd September. A reminder of their 
names and email addresses will be sent out on Tuesday too. 
  
On a personal note, I would just like to thank you for the support and understanding you have shown during 
the period since lockdown. It has been a very strange period of time for us all. During the past few weeks, 
there has been a building anticipation of seeing all of the children we know again and getting to meet those 
who are starting for the first time too. The children who attend Testwood are smashing and have been missed 
by each and every one of us.  I hope they are looking forward to seeing their teachers and support staff again 
too. 
  
We had a very successful results day last week which was marvellous because a dozen staff got to see the year 
11 students collect their results - it was very moving as I watched the young adults open their envelopes and 
break into big smiles of appreciation and relief knowing they could move onto the next phase of their 
education with results to be proud of. It was also lovely seeing our senior students again - they all appeared to 
have grown since March and some were clearly out of the habit of getting up so early! For those of you who 
have children returning in September, it might be timely to begin to get the night-time and breakfast routine 
back on track if you haven't done so already. Some children really have become night owls and will struggle to 
get up ready to learn 'like the old days'. 
  
Hope had a pleasant Bank Holiday weekend, 
  
warm regards 
 
  
Mrs Pitman 


